


stock frock

“in thi fubure everyone will ba famous for 15 megabytes,” Sivs
alictronic media arfist Mancy Paterson. The di-year-old

Canadian became fashionable on the wirsd ams circyit with her
latest work, "Stock Marked Skirt', a gartsh prom reamber whosa
hermiinge risas and falls acconding to changes on tha eguites
ki,

The premiss of her unwearabls instaliation s straightforwand
encugh: fashion responds to economic tlimes with the
wholesale yo-yoing of hamlings (skirts rise to the top uuring
good times and phmps when money's too Hight to mantion).

A siraight-shooter a million mibes removsd from tha aloodness
of academe and the inanites of the fashion worlkd, Paterson
concaned the work in esponss 1o the emangence of the
Intarnat, “The Met's a mile wida and an inch deep,” says
Pateraon, who has bean o roadie on s ndo hikgivagy for cver
15 yoers and i3 disilhesioned with most Web affenings. 1
like watching TV guiz shows: ther's a thin veneer of
irformation with o content o iL.*

Faterson's cyberfeminist take on the time-wom concalt |5
loaded with meanng. And, unlike other talarobotic art works,
"Stock Market Skart’ is not only about the Internet but in part
mada by it. “This is tha onby cna | knaw whare the Intermed
controls the art work," says the arlist, “Tha onby way the
vierwar Can interact with it s B they go cut and biy a thousand
shares. But it's mone than that, it's sex, money, tachns ogy
and fashion bound up inthe one plece.”

Miaking tha pisse was a faskicon nightmane initsalf, t's notas i
tha software needied fo run the motor i avalabla of-the-rack,
and interesEng &5 tha inlersacticon Bebtwean high fashion and
high fechnology socunds in theory, in practice s an
uncamioriable . *1'd b in stores telling the shop girs that |
needed fabric that would go with my stepper-mator praject,”
recalls Paterson, SComnersaly, whan | spoka to paople in tha
computer-art fald I'd tall them that | made it with a mikkrg-
processor controlled Singer. Thay'd heard of everything bul
thery had nenver haard of Singer.”

Paterson has no expettations that anyona — woman or drag
queen —would actually want 1o wear the thing. 'S deiberately
o 1980s-stylo party dress, kind of wgly in & way but its ped
tashion.” The nexl plece, however, ig a dress that doesnt do
anything and is inbended 50 ba worm, Paterson’s aim is tomake
bandwidth groupies oufl of coufure lovers. *1wan 1o make this
maagnetic cong memany dress thar thesy all want. it will ba mada
froem rragnetic core memony lape, which i meally precious = the
SIS goepeous,” She Says. scunding like any fashion fiend
dying a thowsand deaths over Calvin Klein's rees cashrmen
blend. "Fea also baen gatharing soma baautiful circust baards.
It will e & Pistorical piace, 8 wisrabls and socpersive history of
compater memany | promisa you, by the tima 1°"m finished i
warmesn wall want iL" Bven ¥ ahe conbinues 1o meld fashicn and
art succasshully, Paterscn s not llkedy 1o |88 succass go b her
Rd, “Th wihohe architectuns of baing
tamious s changing. Pecpke will be in the
spoilight for Btle trry chunks of data
space, 50 tha whala notlon of noboraty
chanes wish that.” Basades, unlika most
paopie in the cigital and FEshion SCanes,
she's in o hury to air-kiss bott. *Wined
magezing B the Penthowse of the
elecironic & world, with airbrushed
centrafodcs of compuler consoles,” she
jibes, pausing. “How they'll never print an
article pbout ma.” + Homoks Siva




